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Cymdeithas Parc Bannau Brycheiniog 

The Brecon Beacons Park Society 
DRAFT MINUTES 

of the 24th Annual General Meeting held at Cusop Village Hall.  

on Saturday, 25th June, 2016 at 10.30am. 

 

1. Attendance. 

The meeting was attended by 47 members of the Society and 1 guest  –  names on file. 

Apologies for absence were received from 8 members and 3 guests  –  names on file.   

 

The Chairman, Jim Wilson, welcomed everyone and thanked Ceridwen Coulson for having 

made all the arrangements for the day. 

 

 2. Minutes of the 21st Annual General Meeting. 

 - held on Saturday 13th June, 2015 at Big Pit, Blaenavon. 

   (Minutes published on the Society Website). 

 

The acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Chris Barber and seconded by Robert King and 

they were signed by the Chairman.  

 

3. Annual Report and Chairman's Report for the Year Ended 31st March 2016. 

(previously circulated to all members).  

 

The Chairman spoke to this.  He said that it has been another excellent year for the Society and 

that we should feel proud of what has been achieved.  He stated that the Society is healthy, 

financially, and that membership is at an all-time high at 738.  The Guided Walks and Events 

programme continues to be ‘brilliant’ and the total distance walked (sum of distance covered by 

all walkers) has exceeded the circumference of the earth, yet again.  Anne Pritchard is standing 

down as Walks Secretary.  Roger White runs the Events programme and is in need of help with 

that.  Communications are progressing very well with printed publications and the use of social 

media.   The profile of the Society is continuing to grow and we are rarely confused with the 

Park Authority, now.        During the year, the Society received the annual ‘Rural Wales Award’, 

in the form of a plaque, but no financial reward, from the Campaign for the Protection of Rural 

Wales, for our leadership in protecting the quality of our night sky and countering the spread of 

light pollution across Wales. 
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The Chairman was invited to give a presentation at a Parks Societies conference in Finland, 

though was, unfortunately, unable to go.     Our ‘Love the Beacons’ fund-raising ‘Visitor Gifting 

Scheme’ has stalled for reasons beyond our control, although there are plans to re-energise it.  

This is important because our main funding source, the Brecon Beacons Trust, is nearing the 

end of its funds.              The Chairman stated that it is believed that the well-being of National 

Parks and AONBs in Wales is potentially under threat from the Welsh Government.   Although 

some of the Welsh Government’s legislation is positive and has potential for good, much of the 

proposed legislation and attitudes are to the detriment of the National Parks.      Protecting our 

National Parks is high on the list of our priorities and the Chairman and David Thomas have 

been working closely with the Alliance for National Parks Cymru to influence Welsh 

Government’s decisions in this respect.   Fortunately, most of the comments which we have 

made with respect to the Review on Designated Landscapes have been accepted and feature in 

the Review.                      We have continued to monitor planning applications within the Park 

and to object to those which we believe to be inappropriate.             The status of the Rights of 

Way within the Park is closely monitored to ensure that any problems are notified to the Park 

Authority and are resolved as expeditiously as possible.             We preserve and maintain our 

mountain walls and help to propagate the skills necessary to continue this.   To this end, during 

the year, WOL held a training session for disadvantaged younger people.              Our working 

relationship with the National Park Authority continues to be very good and, although we 

might not always see eye to eye with each other on everything, they do listen to us and take our 

comments on board when possible.          Our Dark Skies initiative is continuing well.  More 

than a thousand people have used the observatory at the Mountain Centre during the first year.   

We have re-evaluated the light quality of the night sky in the Dark Sky Reserve and have found 

that, whereas it was initially deteriorating, it is now improving with light pollution levels less 

than they were.   We have developed relationships with other Parks, AONBs, etc., and other 

Dark Sky sites are being developed in Wales and elsewhere.         The Chairman stated that his 

great ambition is to make Wales the world’s first Dark Sky Nation.                  We have recently 

embarked upon a new initiative, together with the Park Authority, to stabilise and conserve the 

nationally important industrial archaeology site of the Gunpowder Works at Pontneddfechan, 

and additionally to improve the surrounding natural heritage.   Our role is the undertaking of 

the Gunpowder Works Bio-Diversity Project.      The overall programme, led by the Park 

Authority, has a budget of over £1m., primarily from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Society 

has been very active in finding the necessary match-funding.                        We are working with 

the Park to make some minor improvements to the Beacons Way in order to improve access and 

safety.            We continue to work closely with the Fforest Fawr Geopark.   We contribute walks 

to the Geopark Festival and maintain active participation in the Geopark Management group. 

 

Sean O’Donoghue proposed thanks to Dilys Harlow for all the work which she has done with 

the Geopark and congratulations on the publication of her book.    This was met with 

acclamation. 
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Roger White suggested that the Love the Beacons Scheme would get more support if we were to 

choose a single project upon which to focus.     The Chairman said that both a single project and 

a more broad-based donation scheme had been considered and that this is being considered 

anew. 

 

Acceptance of the Annual Report was proposed by Anne Marie Barber and seconded by Wendy 

Sladen with unanimous agreement. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2015. 

(Printed Financial Sheet sheets presented at the meeting) 

 

The Treasurer, Ben Sladen, spoke to this. 

 

(i)  Membership – We have a membership of 775 individuals with 597 households.  An analysis 

of households has shown that about 80% of households live at a distance from the Park which 

would allow them to attend a meeting and comfortably return on the same day.    The Treasurer 

reported that he endeavours to persuade people who no longer walk and wish to leave the 

Society to remain in order to support our many non-walking activities.   He does occasionally 

receive letters of appreciation of the work which the Executive Committee undertakes. 

 

(ii) Financial Report – The Treasurer explained that the total Assets have increased because the 

Restricted Funds, Designated Funds and Life Funds have increased quite a lot though the 

General Fund, i.e. the day-to-day finances, has increased just a little.     Members’ subscriptions 

are in excess of £10,000.  We have three new Life Members and Gift Aid has increased a little.       

We have had many more Special Events, this year, which has resulted in extra expenditure 

under this heading.   In reply to a question, the Treasurer explained that the heading ‘Oversight 

on Projects’ refers to one-off expenses for attendance of Committee members to project 

meetings, light pollution assessment, etc.     Transfer to Designated Funds of £500 reflects the 

known to be upcoming costs of projects and is reserved for that purpose. 

 

Wendy Sladen pointed out that it is very important to obtain the details of non-members who 

make a donation at the times of walks, so that they can be persuaded to become members.   

Roger White stated that quite a number of people pick up membership leaflets at the Events 

meetings and it is hoped that some of them will join the Society.  He made the point that we are 

not just a walking group and that there is much to attract non-walking members.   

 

The adoption of the Annual Accounts was proposed by Ceridwen Coulson, seconded by Anne 

Pritchard, and carried, with a show of hands, nem con, with no abstentions. 
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5. Election of Officers. 

 

The following Officers, having been proposed and seconded and there being no other 

nominations, were elected nem con with no abstentions: 

 

Honorary Chairman                             – Jim Wilson                 

Honorary Vice-Chairman    – Charles Henderson 

Honorary Treasurer                  – Ben Sladen 

Honorary Secretary                                             – Ceridwen Coulson 

 

 6. Election of Other Members of the Executive Committee. 

 

The following Executive Committee Members, having been proposed and seconded, were 

elected nem con with no abstentions: 

 

David Thomas 

Chris Barber 

Elizabeth Gibbs 

William Gibbs 

 

Anne Pritchard is standing down as Walks Secretary and the Chairman proposed a vote of 

thanks to her for the enormous amount of work which she has done during the years in which 

she has fulfilled this role.  This was met with great acclamation and applause.  

 

The Chairman pointed out that, as of now, we have no Walks Secretary and no Walks 

Programme.  This will be addressed under AOB. 

 

7. Election of Sean O’Donoghue as Publicity Officer 

 

Having been proposed and seconded, Sean was elected nem con with no abstentions. 

 

8. Appointment of Honorary Auditor. 

 

The appointment of Peter Beynon as Honorary Auditor, having been proposed and seconded, 

was approved nem con with no abstentions. 
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9. Any Other Business.  

 

(i) Walks Secretary and Walks Programme – Anne Pritchard outlined the job of Walks 

Secretary and paid tribute to the members of her team, who help to make the programme 

happen.   She described how her job had grown and suggested that it now be split into two – (i) 

the Walks Secretary, who will sit on the Executive Committee, attend other meetings and 

committees and has overall responsibility for the running of the team  -  and (ii) a programme 

coordinator, who would be responsible for liaising with walks leaders, constructing the 

programme, putting it on the website, arranging for printing of copies, and for their 

distribution.    It is understood that the other extant members of the team are happy to continue.  

 

Miriam Griffiths suggested that the programme compiler needs to have a good knowledge of 

the Park and Anne agreed with this, though felt that it did not necessarily have to be a walk 

leader.    Geoff Williams suggested that walks leaders might send in a map of their proposed 

walks, so that the Walks Secretary or programme compiler would have the necessary 

knowledge of where they would be going.    

 

Sean O’Donoghue asked whether or not the process could be mechanized with getting the 

printer to do a large part of the job.  Anne said that it had been considered but felt that if we 

could find a volunteer it would be a lot cheaper and, in any case, the programme would still 

have to be compiled by someone in the Society. 

       

The Chairman, at this point, drew attention to the critical matter of finding someone or more to 

take on these roles, without which there would be no walks programme at all.      Anne Wilson 

suggested the possibility of different people taking a walking season each.   Anne Marie Barber 

suggested that someone might agree to take the job on for a year on a trial basis.  

   

A show of hands of people who might be interested in helping was called for and the names of 

a few people were noted.   Sean O’Donoghue suggested that we send round a mass email as 

soon as possible and this was agreed. 

 

A meeting of these people will be arranged in the very near future. 

 

(ii) Miriam Griffiths suggested topics to be considered by the Executive Committee or to be 

offered as interests to be taken up by members or prospective members, such as the problems of 

off-roading, widespread bracken, and the huge increase in the numbers of semi-wild ponies and 

horses.  
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(iii) Penny Leonard asked if Permissive Paths could be more readily publicised.   The Chairman 

replied that he, David Thomas and Chris Playford met recently and discussed how the 

information can be made more easily available, either on our website or by some other means.  

This is ongoing. 

 

(iv) Penny Leonard requested that we register our disappointment at the closure of all or part of 

the Mountain Centre.   The Chairman stated that we did register our strong dismay at the time 

that the closure was mooted, though understanding that cuts do have to be made. 

 

Ian Rowat (Welsh Government appointee on the BBNP Authority, Park Society member, walk 

leader) clarified the position.  The Authority is in the position of having to make drastic cuts in 

spending in this and in subsequent years, on account of the severe reduction in funding of the 

National Park by the Welsh Government to the tune of £250,00 per year.   They are trying to 

safeguard the jobs of staff who have useful jobs but some jobs will have to go.   The Authority 

will reduce the amount of office space which they rent in Brecon and relocate education and 

outdoor staff to the top floor of the Mountain Centre, which will be closed to the public.   The 

café will remain and the area next to it will be used for an unmanned information display from 

September to March.   It is intended that there will be a temporary area outside the main 

building to house a manned information area during the summer months.    The Authority is 

looking to franchise the café.    With regard to Rights of Way, the Authority will maintain the 

warden service to do the practical work and will endeavour to negotiate with the local 

authorities for them to take on more of the administration.      Appreciation was expressed for 

Ian’s clear explanation of the circumstances.    

 

(v) Richard Chandler told the meeting that next year will be the 25th Anniversary of the Society 

and wondered if anyone might suggest special events to mark the occasion.   It has been agreed 

by the Executive Committee that he should arrange a semi-formal Dinner, such as he arranged 

for members in 2009, and a high profile speaker is being sought for the event.  He asked that the 

membership support this when the time comes. 

 

(vi) Anne Pritchard referred to the Beacons Way review and stated that, once it has been 

finalised, there will be leaflets about it and lots of information on the Authority (.org) website.   

She also said that she will update the information on our website, in due course. 

 

(vii) Sean O’Donoghue proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman and Committee members for 

the work which they have done through the year.  This was met with applause from the floor. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the 

meeting at 11.43am. 

 


