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                  Chairman’s Report 
 
This is the eleventh published Annual Report of the Brecon Beacons 
Park Society, which was formed in 1992. It contains information on 
some of the Society’s activities during the year which it is hoped will 
be of interest to both existing and potential members. 
 
The Society has had yet another active and very successful year.  
 
Our work has included an extensive varied programme of guided 
walks, conservation of our mountain walls, protection of and sharing 
the Dark Skies of our area and Wales in general, monitoring planning 
applications, and endeavouring to influence the Welsh Government 
Policy regarding National Parks, and several other relevant projects. 
 
We are on a sound financial footing and our membership continues to 
increase.  
 
However, as you will no doubt have seen from earlier 
communications from your executive committee, we have a major 
problem in that a large number of people who are currently active in 
the Society’s work are stepping down. This could have a significant 
effect on the future of our Society.  
I will return to this issue after the rest of the “good news” in this 
section of the report. 
 
The Guided Walks and Events Programmes  
 
Under the new stewardship of Anthea and Wally our Guided Walks 
Programme continues to be one of the very best in the UK. 
 
It is a great way of helping members and visitors to explore and enjoy 
our National Park and is a very important part of the work of the 
Society. It is enjoyable for all involved and helps create a bond 
between people and our Park. 
The more you know and love something the more you will want to 
protect it.  
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The Society supports our walk leaders in many ways, including first 
aid training, to help them provide us all with safe and enjoyable days 
in our National Park.  We are always on the lookout for new walk 
leaders, so if you are interested please get in touch with Anthea or 
Wally to find out what is involved in leading for the Society (and how 
much fun it is). 
 
The Events Programme has provided many interesting and 
stimulating talks on a wide variety of topics from “Welsh for 
Walkers” to “Dhaulagiri”. They have been much enjoyed by all.  
Roger White is stepping down from running our events programme, 
having organised it for several years. Many thanks to you Roger for 
all your work in providing such an excellent series of events. 
 
We therefore need a new Events Secretary so, once again, please 
consider helping out. 
 
Communication 
 
Communications within the Society are operating well through our 
excellent Beacon magazine and via the growing use of our web site 
and social media. Additionally the profile and visibility of the Society 
is rising as we do more for our Park, its residents and its visitors, and 
for the National Park movement in Wales. 
 
As one example, the Society was recently invited to join a training 
session organised by the Welsh Park Authorities for their own staff. 
The session was on how the Welsh Government creates new laws and 
the points in this process where there is the best chance of influencing 
the resulting legislation. Perhaps not the most riveting of subjects but 
a very important one for our National Parks at the moment. 
 
The Welsh Government Policy on National Parks 
 
The Society continues to work with the other Welsh Park Societies 
and other organisations in the Alliance for National Parks Cymru in 
helping to influence Welsh Government policy on National Parks.  
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The future of our National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty continue to be under review by the Welsh Government. This 
represents both an opportunity for our Parks to deliver even more 
benefit to the people of Wales, and a threat to their level of protection 
and hence long term existence. 
 
The Marsden Review on the future of Welsh National Parks and 
AONBs submitted its report in July 2015. The Alliance and ourselves 
gave a great deal of input to this review and were very pleased with 
its recommendations.  
The then Minister, after sitting on it for several months, 
commissioned a review of its findings, the Future Landscapes Wales 
(FLW) programme, which was launched and operated in a very 
unsatisfactory manner.  
The Alliance has had sight of drafts of the FLW report. Although 
there is much to commend in it, it does not contain anything like the 
clear and unambiguous recommendations that were made in the 
Marsden report. Additionally, and most importantly, several key 
protections that National Parks currently have are missing from their 
report. 
Most alarmingly it does not reaffirm the Sanford principle (or propose 
enhancing it as does the Marsden report). Sanford states that if 
conflict arises between the conservation purpose of a National Park 
and use of the Park, the conservation purpose has primacy. 
If this principle is lost our National Parks will be deprived of their 
most important method of defence against activities detrimental to the 
Parks. 
 
This situation triggered emails to Assembly Ministers across Wales 
expressing our (and other members of the Alliance’s) concerns, and a 
letter to the Cabinet Secretary asking, once again, for a firm date for 
the official publication of the FLW report. 
The Society and our colleagues in the Alliance will continue to watch 
developments with the FLW as its findings have great potential to be 
a force for good or ill. 
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Planning 
 
The Society has continued to monitor development applications and 
to object to the very few we feel to be inappropriate in a National 
Park.  
 
Additionally, in collaboration with the Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural Wales (CPRW) and many other organisations, we have been 
active in opposing the proposed Powys Local Development Plan 
(LDP). This plan is very influential in decision making on 
development applications and, although it does not apply in the 
Brecon Beacons National Park, decisions based on it in Powys could 
easily have an adverse effect on the National Park. 
Major late changes have been introduced at a stage where any 
changes should really only be punctuation corrections. This has meant 
that the public (and to a lesser degree councillors) did not have the 
opportunity to have their opinions heard. 
 
If this plan is accepted it greatly increases the likelihood of the 
development of even more large scale renewable energy schemes 
close to the BBNP boundaries with major visual impact on the Park. 
It would also introduce a precedent that the Welsh Government could 
follow to impose central policy in an undemocratic and damaging 
manner. 
 
The Society supports renewable energy generation but with the right 
schemes (e.g. micro hydro) in the right places and at an appropriate 
scale. 
 
Walls 
 
Our Walls of Llangynidr section continues its great work in 
maintaining our mountain walls which are so much part of our 
landscape, and in training people (especially those with difficult 
backgrounds) in the skills necessary for this work. 
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Collaborations 
 
The working relationship between the Society and the National Park 
Authority remains excellent, and we are usually in agreement on 
major matters. However when we do not agree, the quality of the 
relationship means that it is not damaged by having different views on 
some topics.  
  
Both the Society and the Park have anniversaries in 2017 and we are 
synchronising and supporting each other’s celebrations. We will keep 
Society members informed as plans firm up so that you can enjoy the 
various events that will be taking place. 
 
The Society was invited to attend the Members Seminar. The seminar 
is an annual training and ideas exchange event for the Members of the 
Authorities of the Welsh National Parks. This was the first time the 
Societies had been invited and reflects the growing acknowledgement 
of the work the Societies are doing on behalf of our National Parks. 
 
Our collaboration with the Park Authority on joint projects continues 
to be very successful (see separate sections of this Annual Report for 
more information on these projects). 
 
We also work closely with the Campaign for the Protection of Rural 
Wales on matters of shared interest, both nationally and locally. 
Examples of this include opposing the very late changes to the Powys 
Local Development Plan, and monitoring and hopefully mitigating 
the impact of plans to make more or less all of the Llanbedr Hills a 
shooting estate. 
 
A Current Problem 
 
The people currently active in supporting the Society in its work, both 
on the Executive Committee and simply helping out, have been in 
place for several years now. As a result a significant number of these 
people are stepping down and at the time of writing this report no 
replacements have been found. 
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This will have to be addressed at the AGM (or preferably 
beforehand). 
The roles needing to be filled and the help needed have been 
published with a plea for members to help their Society by 
contributing some of their time. 
If we do not have the level of voluntary input we have had in the past 
the Society may need to decrease what it does. In case of this 
eventuality, the Exec has carried out a survey of our members to add 
to our understanding of how people feel about the Society and what 
the priorities should be going forward. 
A proposal on an option that may help address this issue, should it 
arise, will be put to the AGM. 
 
On a personal level I feel that having been chair for 6 years I have 
passed my sell-by date and should step down. I am happy to continue 
to be active in the Society on projects close to my heart and hopefully 
will be able to get back into walk leading. 
 
What Next for the Brecon Beacons Park Society 
 
This year is the 25th Anniversary of the Brecon Beacons Park Society 
and plans are reaching fruition on how we celebrate this milestone for 
our Society. 
I am very happy to report that our Society has grown and been very 
successful over the 25 years of our existence and I would very much 
like us to continue this success. 
 
“Your Society Needs You” 
 
Please seriously consider becoming personally involved in Society 
activities and contact myself or any member of our Executive 
Committee to have a chat about how you could help. 
I conclude by saying thank you to everyone for your work in both 
protecting our National Park and in helping people enjoy and 
appreciate its special qualities. 
 
Jim Wilson 
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                                       Declaration 
 
In accordance with Charity Commission requirements, the Executive 
Committee (being the Trustees of the Charity) confirms that the 
activities of the Society have been and are being delivered for the 
public benefit. 
 
 
                                       Membership 
 
Two milestones were reached by the end of the year: for the first time 
membership topped 800 to 809 and households went through the 600 
mark at 616.   New members / households for the year were little 
changed, but non-renewals were down by a quarter. 
 
Since the change to direct debit (through GoCardless) in November 
2015 for new members, their renewal date is the anniversary of first 
joining.  Members who joined earlier and have changed from cheque 
or standing order have a renewal date of making the change – 
normally close to 1 January. 
 
Three new members elected to take out life membership. 
 
In all communications, please add your membership number or post 
code; they do help in identifying you. 
 
Less than 10% of members do not provide e-mail addresses – some 
have advised that they do not have the facility.  Some 75% have 
signed up for Gift Aid.  Do remember to let me know if you become 
no longer eligible, for instance on retirement. 
PLEASE note my new e-mail address <bensladen17@gmail.com>; 
the old one will be monitored for a short while before being taken off-
line.  This repeats the earlier e-mailed advice. 
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                                  Treasurer’s Report 
 
An unremarkable year financially.  The rise in the gift aid receipt is 
welcome and may increase as most new members do sign up, though 
as noted above the number of participants is already high. 
 
The cost of our paper-based expenses – principally Walks 
Programme, the Beacon and AGM papers –  is likely to increase. 
 
As membership renewals will become spread more throughout the 
year, it is recommended that the amount of £8,000 out of the total on 
General Reserve should be retained at the end of the year towards 
future general expenses.  It seems likely that the Society will be 
contributing to, or taking on, more projects than hitherto, potentially 
utilising the excess Reserve. 
 
Five years have elapsed since subscrition rates were changed.  We 
may need to consider an increase in the near future to allow the 
Society to continue to work at its current level of commitment. 
 
Ben Sladen 

 
Guided Walks and Events 

 
 
We took over the job of Walks Secretary following last year’s AGM – 
supposedly on a temporary basis – well we’ll see!! 
 
The new walks team had hoped to have in place by now a new, much 
simpler (less labour intensive) method for walk leaders to record their 
walks and the programme being produced – using current technology. 
This has not happened yet. 
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When we started, Anne Pritchard had already done most of the 
summer programme and she talked us through the process for 
producing it – on paper and on the website. Since then we have 
produced the autumn and the winter programmes thanks to our 
volunteer leaders who have supported us by sending their walks. 
 
The printers had a hiccup due to new ownership but the ‘stuffing’ 
team prevailed. 
 
An amazing number of walks and mileage are enjoyed by Society 
members.  
• As always there is a range of walks although we would like to 

see development in the West of the National Park. 
• The Wednesday Wander goes from strength to strength and this 

year ran its second holiday away. 
• The Cambrian Way will continue its course into mid Wales in 

two four day trips away. 
• The Beacons Way will run this year as a week’s holiday. 
• Our leaders need to keep their two-day outdoor first aid 

certificate up to date and two dates have been arranged (May 
and November 2017) 

• Two navigation courses will be run with a new trainer – open to 
all as this is a very important aspect. 

• Talks evenings at The Bear and special interest walks have been 
very well attended. 

• We advertised for new leaders and a few people responded 
though we still need to encourage more members to lead. 

• The footpath volunteers continue to help to upkeep our 
mountain paths. 
 
 

Following last year’s AGM Kevin McAnulty has added self-guided 
Wednesday Wanders to the website, and Frank Scott produced 
guidance notes for Walk Leaders. 
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Many thanks to the following for helping to make all this into the 
most amazing ongoing programme – 
 
Anne Pritchard                          Andrew Leonard and Derek Thomas 
Clive and Iau Counsell                                                  Rob Pritchard 
Roger White                                                                  Fiona McBain 
Frank Scott                                                                          Ros Grant                                                      
 
 
Thanks too to Soo Turnbull and Ruth Palmer who, with Anthea, stuff 
the envelopes and distribute programmes (see the report from Soo in 
the next issue of The Beacon). 
 
And of course, thanks to all our volunteer walk leaders. 
 
As you can see this involves a huge number of volunteer hours and 
commitment and it may be that the time has come to consider other 
options. If the Park Society could employ someone to help with 
administration this would enable volunteers to make better use of 
their time and skills to maintain and develop the fantastic Society and 
Programme of events that we already have.  Please consider this idea. 
 
 
Anthea Scott and Wally James     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

                           Development and Planning 
 

The aim of the Society with respect to Development and 
Planning is to try to ensure that the Statutory Purposes of the 
National Park are upheld, in particular the first purpose: to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage of the National Park. To this end we have continued to 
monitor all planning applications submitted and attend the 
Planning, Access and Rights of Way (PAROW) Committee 
meetings (or watch the web cast) where planning decisions are 
made. Detailed local knowledge is important so we really 
appreciate members contacting us with any matters of concern. 
Covering the whole Park is quite a large task so we would be 
delighted to welcome anyone interested in joining the team 
particularly to cover planning issues in the west of the Park.  
 
 The main issues about which we have sent in objections or 
comments this year have concerned farm diversification 
schemes. In principle we are in favour of schemes that help 
farming businesses to improve their viability but object when 
the unsuitable scale or siting of a scheme threatens the special 
qualities of the National Park (NP). We opposed an application 
for new holiday cottages at Gilestone because of the siting. We 
objected to the application for the development of a Mountain 
Bike scheme at Great Llwygy, particularly because of the effect 
on the peaceful enjoyment of walkers on footpaths crossed by 
the mountain bike tracks (including part of the original Beacons 
Way route). Unfortunately, this scheme was given approval. We 
are currently preparing to oppose an application for a new 
caravan site on the Glanusk Estate. 
 
We have also had input into policy issues. We responded to the 
consultation on the Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance: 
Householder Design Guide. We objected to the late changes 
introduced to the Powys Local Development Plan. These 
involved the designation of ‘local search areas’ for wind and 
solar energy schemes (a requirement of the Welsh Government).  
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The development of such installations in some of these areas 
could be very visible from the NP and would seriously affect the 
enjoyment of the special qualities of the NP. Thirdly we 
contributed to “The National Parks Major Development Study” 
conducted by Sheffield University on behalf of the Campaign 
for National Parks (CNP), the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) and the National Trust, giving the researchers 
evidence of the Society’s work in opposing the Cwrt Y Gollen 
development and the Circuit of Wales. 
 
We were pleased to hear that Ken Skates, Assembly Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure, has 
required ‘rigorous value-for-money testing’ of the Circuit of 
Wales scheme before the Welsh Government agrees to 
underwrite half the cost. A decision is expected by mid-May 
2017. In opposing the scheme, one of our concerns has been that 
if it was started and then proved unviable it would result in the 
despoilment of common land adjacent to the NP which could 
never be re-instated. 
 
Elizabeth Gibbs 
 
 
 
                   The Gunpowder Works Programme 
 
This is an initiative to stabilise and conserve the nationally 
important industrial archaeology site of Pontneddfechan 
gunpowder works and, additionally, to improve the surrounding 
natural heritage. The intention is that this major programme will 
protect an important and beautiful site and bring additional 
tourism revenue into one of the more economically deprived 
areas of the Park. 
  
The Society has taken ownership of an element of the overall 
programme, namely the Gunpowder Works Bio-Diversity 
project, whose aim is to assess the ecological status of the site, 
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and formulate and implement plans for its improvement.  
 
The first (Development) Phase of our bio-diversity project has 
gone well with an ecological baseline established and plans for 
bio-diversity improvement in place.  
 
Through grants obtained from the Brecon Beacons Trust, the 
Gibbs Trust and other sources, the Society has raised over 
£81,000 in support of the Gunpowder Works initiative. These 
monies formed a large part of the match funding needed to 
allow the Park to apply to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for 
financial support of the overall programme. 
 
I am very happy to be able to report that the bid was successful 
and the HLF have recently made a grant of £660,000 to the Park 
in support of the second (Delivery) Phase of the programme. 
This phase of the Society’s Bio-Diversity project includes - 
• Selective thinning of the non-native trees (principally 

European larch and western hemlock) and replanting with 
native species of local provenance 

• Establishing and operating stations to monitor forest 
regeneration 

• Establishing and operating stations to monitor bio-
diversity improvement 

• Implementing an Education and Outreach Programme 
which will - 

o Create interpretation footpaths through the woodland 
regeneration areas of the site to explain how bio-
diversity is being enhanced by the tree thinning and 
replanting process which has been carried out 

o Hold community events based on particular activities 
of this project such as timber removal by heavy 
horses (if that proves practical), and tree replanting 
where we intend to offer a free “adopt a tree” to all 
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local school children who can come to the event to 
plant and name their tree 

o Involvement of volunteers from the local community 
and organisations with a particular interest such as 
the Woodland Trust  

This delivery phase of our project commenced in April and will 
run through to Sept 2018. 
 
Jim Wilson 
 
 
                          The Brecon Beacons Trust 
 
The Trust was formed in 2009 by an agreement between the 
National Park and the National Grid. The Park Authority agreed 
to the Grid laying a gas pipeline under Mynydd Myddfai and, in 
return, the Grid agreed to establish a Trust and to fund it with £1 
million, as well as reinstating the affected land.  The purpose of 
the Trust is the conservation, protection and improvement of the 
environment within the Brecon Beacons National Park, and the 
advancement of education of the public in this. 
 
The Trust has five members – the National Park Authority, the 
Park Society, the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales, 
the Wildlife Trusts and the National Grid. The Park Society’s 
appointed trustee is Charles Henderson, and Clive Eiles has also 
been co-opted as a Trustee. 
 
The Trust has now spent nearly all its funds and I anticipate that 
it will be wound up later this year. Details of its work, including 
major grants to the BBPS, can be found on its website – 
www.breconbeaconstrust.org. 
 
Charles Henderson 
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                               The Dark Sky Project 
 
Our Dark Skies initiative continues to flourish.  
 
Since we gained International Dark Sky Reserve (IDSR) status 
for our National Park in 2013 over 6,000 people have attended 
astronomical events in the Park (many of them run by local 
communities). 
 
Our Observatory at The Mountain Centre became operational in 
October 2014; since then it has been visited and used by nearly 
2,000 people. 
 
We continue to spread the word on the benefits of controlling 
light pollution and encouraging other organisations and areas to 
get involved. One of the latest to express an interest is the Offa’s 
Dyke Association and, at their request, I have written an article 
on what we have done for their magazine. 
 
I have also just returned from meeting with the Clwydian Range 
AONB to help them with their project to gain International Dark 
Sky Park status, and they are keen to come visit us to see more 
of what we have done. 
 
So, our quest to make Wales the World’s first Dark Sky Nation 
is progressing well! 
 
To quote the International Dark-Sky Association (the awarding 
body for International Dark Sky Park and Reserve status) -  
  
“Wales now leads the world in the percentage of its territory 
enjoying protected status for its night skies. Nowhere else has 
achieved comparable success in recognizing the value of night 
time darkness and taking concrete steps to safeguard it for future 
generations." 
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Our own IDSR status is due to be reviewed this year and there is 
work to be done to ensure we are successfully recertified 
(though there is not much doubt about this).  
Any help you feel you can offer would be gratefully received - 
just get in touch with me for a chat. 
 
Your chair’s handsome features are to appear in the Park’s 
“Portraits Exhibition” in recognition of his Dark Sky work. This 
is a travelling exhibition that will move around the Park as part 
of its 60th anniversary celebrations featuring people who have 
contributed significantly to the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
 

 
Jim Wilson 
 
 
 
 
                          The Beacons Way Review 
 
The Society has collaborated with the Park on a review of the 
Beacons Way, which was created by the Society (primarily John 
Sansom, Chris Barber and Arwel Michael) in 2005. This review 
has now concluded with very little modification of the original 
route and with a new Beacons Way booklet produced by the 
project. 
 
This project highlights how well the Society and the Park are 
working together. The project had its roots in a meeting we had 
with the Park where we essentially made a complaint about the 
level of support the Beacons Way was getting from the Park.  
It is therefore very gratifying that this complaint resulted in a 
really positive outcome. 
 
Anne Pritchard and Chris Barber 
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                               Fforest Fawr Geopark 
 

 The year was marked by two forward and one back units of 
progress.  
 
We became, together with all the Geoparks in the European 
Geopark Network, a UNESCO Global Geopark, the geological 
equivalent of a World Heritage Site This means that there is 
another layer of scrutiny and bureaucracy and an additional 
financial payment to find. We are hoping that the status will 
bring some benefits in the form of increased visitor numbers, 
which is the main criterion used to measure our success. Most of 
the other criteria, such as enjoyment and enhanced awareness of 
the landscape and its history, are unmeasureable.  
 
The best news was our successful revalidation for the next four 
years, BBPS contributed to this process.  
 
Moving backwards, the Geopark Centre at Pontneddfechan 
closed last June as the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
could no longer afford to maintain it. This is a serious blow as 
the Centre contained the only comprehensive interpretive 
display of the geology within the National Park. In addition the 
smaller display at the Mountain Centre was also lost. Efforts are 
still ongoing to place interpretation at Craig y Nos but there is 
little available space. 
 
The Geopark Festival in May/June 2016 was fairly successful 
(in terms of visitor numbers) with BBPS contributing two walks, 
both well attended. This year we are organising four walks, all 
with addition archaeological, historical or wildlife interest. 
 
 Dilys Harlow 
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                                 Rights of Way 
 
 
Problems – We continue to receive regular reports from Society 
members and the public about problems they have experienced 
while out walking. The number of problems reported is similar 
to last year but the number of locked gates has increased: 
 

Type of 
Problem Qty Details 

Blockages 
1 Fallen trees 
5 Locked or barred gate 
1 Temporary closure 

Repairs 
required 

3 Poor way-marking 
4 Broken gates and stiles 
1 New bridge 
1 Erosion of path 
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Those reports that I have passed on to the Park Authority have 
been promptly acknowledged, and blockages on promoted 
routes have been cleared quickly.  
 
Orders – We have only received one draft order from the 
Authority for our comments in the last twelve months: 
 

Type of Order Qty Reasons for change 
Diversion 1 To avoid farming operations 
 1  

 
Permissive Paths Project – We are hoping to make progress on a 
plan discussed last year to collect and publish information about 
Permissive Paths in the Park. The Park Authority does not keep 
records of these routes and we understand that the Ordnance 
Survey intends to remove the few that they presently show on 
their maps. The plan is to collect information about the more 
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useful Permissive Paths and promote them through the Society 
web site. 
 
David Dickson 
 
 
                                 Communications 

 
The Society Journal, The Beacon, is produced in full colour 
twice a year (in January and July) and contains a wide range of 
articles on topics mainly relating to the Brecon Beacons 
National Park.  
 
A steady flow of material is needed for inclusion in future issues 
and Chris Barber, the editor, would be very pleased to receive 
contributions from members who have not previously written 
for The Beacon. Articles should be between 500 and 1,000 
words in length. Make sure any pictures you send on a CD or  
email are high quality JPEGs. 
 
Please send your articles, poems, letters etc by email to: 
cbarber010@aol.com or by post to Chris Barber, Blorenge 
Cottage, Church Lane, Llanfoist, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire 
NP7 9NG. (Telephone: 018733 856114).  
  
The website is administered by David Thomas. It is kept as up-
to-date as possible, but please point out any errors or omissions. 
Note that any late changes to walks will be posted on the site, 
along with news items, so please keep an eye on it. 
 
The Society is also very appreciative of the input from Ian Case 
who looks after the BBPS Facebook Group, which now has 
about 240 members and is a lively forum of news and photos. 
 
 


