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press release
Mon & Brec 200 launch
	*** MEDIA OPPORTUNITY ***



	What:
	Launch of the Mon & Brec 200 celebrations


	When:
	Friday 10th February 2012
11.45am welcome and 12noon for the initial strike of the bell

	Where:
	Pontymoile Basin, Pontymoile, Torfaen.  NP4 8ER

	Contact:
	Michelle Kozomara 07917899222
For further information about the Peal of Church Bells ringing from Pontymoile Basin to Brecon, Newport and Cwmcarn please speak to Michelle


In 2012 the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal will celebrate the 200th anniversary of its opening and the joining of the Monmouthshire & Brecknock & Abergavenny Canals.  
The celebrations will be launched on Friday 10th February with the Ringing of the Bells, recreating the canals opening ceremony 200 years ago.  A single bell will be run by Robin Herbert, the Great, Great Grandson of Sir Benjamin Hall who gave the name of ‘Big Ben’ to the bell of the clock installed in the tower of the Houses of Parliament in 1857.  

The opening ceremony will form part of a celebratory event between 11.00am and 2.00pm including performances by pupils from West Monmouthshire School, Pontymoile Primary School, Accord Singers and St Cadocs Millennium Chimes.  Thomas Dadford Jnr Canal Engineer and Cllr Bob Wellington, leader of Torfaen County Borough Council will welcome guests to Pontymoile before the guest of honour - Robin Herbert will strike the bell.  
The initial bell strike at 12 noon will start the Peal of Church Bells from Pontymoile Basin to Brecon in one direction and Newport and Cwmcarn in the other.  Church Bells will also peal from Hay-on-Wye to Brecon.   Project Co-ordinator David Morgan said almost 30 Church’s will be creating the rippling effect between 12 noon to 7.00pm.

“It is fantastic to see such great community engagement and involvement to help mark this historic occasion,” David said.  
Members of the public are invited to join in with the celebrations at Pontymoile Basin and also join the Softies Cycle Group and Marathon Team as they cycle/run the length of the canal listening to the bells. 

For more information please visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/monandbrec200 

Ends

For interview requests or images please contact:
Michelle Kozomara, Campaigns Manager, British Waterways
Tel: 01606 723854 / 07917899222 or email michelle.kozomara@britishwaterways.co.uk  

Notes to editors

In 2012 the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canals celebrates the 200th anniversary of its opening in 1812. The canal winds its way 49 miles from Brecon south to Cwmbran, the City of Newport and Cwmcarn passing through both scenic countryside and a World Heritage Site that recognises the areas important industrial past. The canal is a 200-year-old feat of engineering, originally built as a corridor for coal and iron; now it supports a thriving leisure industry and is much-loved haven for people and nature. 

Through a series of activities and events, organisations, local community groups and national bodies will be celebrating the canal’s history, enjoying its beauty and looking forward to its development beyond 2012 as a cherished fully restored asset to the communities through which it passes and connects. For more information www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/monandbrec200
In 2012 the canals, rivers, reservoirs and docks cared for by British Waterways in England and Wales will transfer to the ownership of the Canal & River Trust.  This represents the next exciting chapter in the 200-year history of the waterways.  When launched the Trust will be among the largest charities in the UK.  It will give people a greater role in the running of their local waterways, secure investment in the historic network and open up new sources of income. www.waterscape.com/trust 


