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Brecon Beacons Park Society





Cymdeithas Parc Bannau Brycheiniog

The Brecon Beacons Park Society

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held at The Bear Hotel, Crickhowell

on Tuesday, 6th September, 2011 at 5.00pm.
Present: Jim Wilson (Chairman), Charles Henderson, David Thomas, Ben Sladen,
                Anne Pritchard, Chris Barber, Clive Eiles, Ceridwen Coulson.

 Richard Chandler (Minutes Secretary).

1.  Apologies: Elizabeth Gibbs, William Gibbs.
2.
The Minutes of the Last Meeting (on 12th July, 2011) were approved and signed.
3. Matters Arising: (i) 3.2.iii David will bring AGM Minutes to next meeting. ACTION: David.   (ii) 4.16.i Jim will take this up with John Cooke.   (iii) 4.17 No information.   (iv) 5. No communication from them regarding meetings. Jim will follow this up. ACTION: Jim.
4. Reports:

4.1 Financial and Membership – nothing to report.


4.2 Guided Walks and Events – see Anne’s report (previously circulated).   Performance statistics for the Summer programme were presented.       There has been a significant number of comments, from disappointed members, regarding the stopping of the Friday Walks through the Autumn and Winter. It was agreed that the Friday walks be re-instituted during the Winter, and that, consequently, there be just one walk on Sundays.    Roger Austin might slot walks in between Kevin McAnulty’s walks on alternate Wednesdays.   The Rescue and Emergency Care course, to be held on 26/27th November is fully subscribed.     WGL Training Courses have been planned for 12/13th and 19/20th November.      It was agreed that this should be opened up to the membership at large, to within a practical number, on the understanding that a commitment to lead walks for the Society be accepted by the participating members.  An email will be sent round with a link to information on the website. ACTION Clive.            A Leaders day out in the hills has been planned for 11th December.

4.3 Beacon – Nothing to report. The next edition is due in January.


4.4 Web-Site – David presented an analysis of visits to the website with Google Analytics (q.v.) –(previously circulated).  This demonstrates that, on average, 80 – 90 people access the website each day.        David is considering the setting up of a Society page on Facebook.      Ben raised the matter of the newly-instituted ability to donate to charities by text message and free of charge.       He will investigate this in relation to fund-raising. ACTION: Ben and David.      There was discussion regarding the desirability of Exec members, in addition to Ben, being able to send emails to members – particularly with regard to cancellation of walks, etc., if Ben is not available.  Ben will investigate this and he and David will consider how membership data can be available to all members of the Executive Committee. ACTION: Ben and David.

4.5 Beacons Way Steering Group – there has been no recent meeting.      The revised edition of  “The Beacons Way”  is now available at £9.99.    Details have been posted on the website and will be included in the next Newsletter.              Chris suggested the possibility of organising a series of “Weatherman Walking” on the television, with Derek Brockway walking a section of the route, with a guide, in each episode.  It was agreed that this is an excellent idea and Chris will write to Derek Brockway.  ACTION: Chris. 

4.6 Planning and Development Control – there has been little of note to report.   Liz has sent in an objection to an outline application for nine houses in Llanfihangel Crucorney.

4.7 Walls of Llangynidr – no report.


4.8 Brecon Beacons Trust – nothing to report. 


4.9 Rights of Way – Jim will circulate Judy’s report and ask her to include all Exec members in her report circulation list. ACTION: Jim.    There have been three orders for footpaths.

4.10 Publicity/Press Releases – see Ceridwen’s report (previously circulated).    Anne will write a report on the upcoming CNP 75th Anniversary celebrations at the Mountain Centre. ACTION: Anne.    A number of suggestions were made for items which might be included in the Newsletter.    Posters have now been sent out to the Information Centres. These are all in English and Ceridwen will try to find someone to translate to Welsh.       The BBNPA has asked us to include a summary of the NPA Management Plan with our next mailing. They will provide envelopes and the extra mailing costs.    They have also asked us to send out a questionnaire on their behalf, asking members about their experiences of Rights of Way within the Park (and in conjunction with the Pembrokeshire Coast NPA). It was agreed that it would not be appropriate to provide details of our members’ addresses on sticky labels to the NPA and that it would be inappropriate for us to do the work for them.  It was further agreed that we should send an email to our members, drawing attention to the questionnaire on the NPA website, and asking them to fill it in.  ACTION: Ceridwen/Ben.           1000 copies of the new application form have been printed in both English and Welsh.      Ceridwen will produce Business Cards for Exec members who would like them – details to be sent to Ceridwen by email.    The NPA will include details of our Talks and Events on its website.         With regard to a budget for Publicity matters, it was agreed that we should simply keep track of costs for now and that budgetary considerations of a variety of projects will be undertaken in the near future.     There has been a suggestion that we might advertise in a Tourism magazine but it was agreed that the costs would be prohibitive at the present time.

4.11 GeoPark Management Group – nothing to report.


4.12 Area Advisory Forums – nothing to report.

4.13 Welsh Advisory Committee – nothing to report.

4.14 CNP Matters – 75th Anniversary Celebrations to be held at the Mountain Centre on 25th September.              Nothing further to report.

4.15 Waun Fignen Felen – no serious decisions have been made by the Management Group, since its inception, apart from the hydrological survey, which has now been superseded by an aerial survey.    Notwithstanding the very serious objections which were made regarding the materials which were used by the NPA in their bog management project, there has been evidence of significant success in one area.

4.16 BBPS/BBNPA Relations – Jim will arrange the next meeting with the Park Officers shortly. ACTION: Jim.

4.17 Art in the Park – no report.    [Information regarding Action Point in Item 4.17, 12th July – communication with Sunita Welch, awaited.  Jim will take this up with Liz. ACTION: Jim].

4.18 Dark Sky – little progress recently

4.19 Business Planning – this will be pursued, shortly. 
5. National Park Governance in Wales – There have been suggestions that the National Park Authorities in Wales (not the National Parks) should cease to exist and that the different environmental bodies in Wales, which are managed differently from each other, should be subsumed within a single environmental body.       Presentations at a recent symposium put on by CCRW and CCW suggested that environmental categories such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Beauty, etc. should be viewed differently from the ways in which they were viewed when they were set up in the 1940s.    It appears that a consultation paper on this is planned for April 2013. Clive will circulate Norma Barry’s and Peter Ogden’s email summaries on the subject, following the symposium. ACTION: Clive.        Clive and David will form a working party to monitor the background and developments and to determine what the other Park Societies and environmental bodies in Wales think about this. They will keep us informed, so that we can assemble our thoughts and ideas in good time. ACTION: Clive and David.                   A regular item 4.20 - National Park Governance - will be added to future Exec agendas. ACTION: Jim.
6. CNP 75th Anniversary Celebration – 25th September.        Anne has arranged three guided walks in easy, moderate and strenuous categories.      A stall will be set up for Society publicity.
7. Any Other Business – (i) David has had a communication from someone in Wales (not a Society member) who has taken great offence, partly in deference to Exmoor, it seems, following his discovery that one of our walks, publicised on our website, is entitled “The Lorna Doone Trail”.  We have not, at any time, had any comment or complaint from Exmoor.  The title originated in the National Park Authority after the film was made in Cwm Du. It was added to our walks in 2007 and the background to the title is fully explained in the walk description.        It was agreed that the walk be renamed “The Lorna Doone Film Trail”.  David will communicate this to the complainant.  

(ii) Chris suggested that the Dinner, which we have agreed to hold next year, should be a ‘20th Anniversary Dinner’ and he suggested further that, as Chris Bonington launched our Society in 1992, at the Manor Hotel, it would be appropriate to invite him to attend and to speak at the Dinner in 2012, again at the Manor Hotel. This was met with unanimous accord and Chris agreed to write to Chris Bonington. ACTION: Chris.        Richard will hold off investigating other venues for the Dinner until Chris has received a reply.
8. Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday, 11th October, 2011 at 5.00pm. at the Bear.
The meeting ended at 7.01pm.
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